kr. “hil Donahue(staff ) 
N JO-TV . 

Hew York, H.Y. 10012 



7627 Old. Receiver Road 
Frederick, I-W. 21701 
10/18/89 



Dear ^hil 



Remember thooe s.iows I useu to do with you when you were at WHIO? All those we 
ad libbed when u gueot didn't show? 

I begin this way be ause I presuiae you got too much mail to read it all and to 
let your staff know t^at ye,.rs ago we knew each other, ”he last show we did was one of 
your first on TV, when lut you originated in Dayton. What a blizuard you got me into 
when you asked me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a sister station. 

I caught part of your show this morning, after it was well started, and didn t 
see the end because it was pre-empted for an e .rthquake report. And I've not read the 
Abernathy book but I've more or less kept up with the controversy. If I correctly under- 
stood one of your guests, he said that the tape sent to the ^ing family was made on a 
mike placed under Dr. king's bed at the Willard Hotel in Washington. Not so. t was a 
composite made in the FBI's lah. 

*^0 you can understand the documents I enclose, Congress amended the Freedom ol 
Information Act's investigatory files exemption over one of my earlier FOIa lawsuits. 

I then filed a number of information requests, including relating to Dr. King and his 
assassination. I also fiied a number of appeals relating to what was tithheld by the 
FBI. The copy of the poor carbon is an appeal relating to the withholding of FBI names. 

I enclose it for tlie portion that relates to the sending of that tape to the Ring family. 
Jjy the way, the former FBI agent, Dish Whitson, as of my 1 st knowledge was practising 
law in Washiryrton and had not been subjected to any harassment over what he did. 

Also enclosed is a page from the internal investigation of how the FBI abused 
Dr. King. It identifies “hitson and indicates the fabrication of the composite tape and 
has a few other details. 

The third record is an FBI expurgated version of the letter intended to get 
Dr. JiLng to kill himself. 

Flease excuse my also sending a copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to a columnist 
who/'nane I've removed. Your staff may want to brief you on some i it its additional 
content. I'm 76 now and in impaired health, iunong my reasons is- indicating the reason 
I have for questioning Abernathy' s version of tliat last night. 



B< ' ‘ 




Harold Weisberg 



Hr. William Raspberry 
Washington Post 
1150 15 *>t., KW 
Washington, D.C. 20071 



7627 Old Receiver Koad 
Frederick, Md. 21701 
10/18/89 



Dear Hr. Ifaspberry, 

*ou may not remember it by^Paul Valentine introduced us years ago. I wrmt© to 
thank you ior yourtoday's column and perhaps add to your knowledge of what seems likely 
to be an ongoing controversy. I've not reau the Abernathy book and probably won't buy 
it but I did catch his joint appearance on part of todayis ghil ^onahue show, with Ben 
iBooks and others. It appears that there are other factual errors in the A.berrv£athy 
accoung of Dr. Ak ±ng's last night. Please also excuse my sending you a copy of the 
letter I wrote A *rs. Gilliam yesterday but I'm not well and am limited in how much I 
can do. I hope she won’t mind and I'm sending her a copy of thi 3 and its enclosures 
so she'll know. 



I've made extensive use of the Freedon of Information_act to obtaina records 
relating to the assassinations of President Kennedy and Dr. King. In the King lawsuit, 
which hai not yet reached its end although filed in 1975 (the remaining issue being 
only counsel fees) I got what the^FBI refers to a3 its .iurkin file. It is these records 
I refer to in the letter to AA rs. Gilliam in which I express doubts about Dr. ...bemathy's 
accuracy about that rast night .The copy of the rather poor carbon is a page from innumer- 
able appeals that, at the request of the judge in that case, I made as informative as 
I could to the then appeals officer, quin Shea, ^his one was never acted/on. His hands 
were pretty much tied and they eventually eased him out. ' 

l o the best of my knowledge it has never been published that the man who did that 
Dialling of the letter intended to get Dr. £Ang to kill himself was a practising lawyer 
in Washington, Lish "hitson. The page that identifies }\im is from the so-called OPR 
investigation of how the FBI treated ^>r. /ting. I wrote the identification of "Murphy 
Report i^CRD) 3/31/76 ) r on the bottom to identify it for archival purposes. On today's 
Donahue °how one of the panel said that i)r. Abernathy said the tape was made via a mike 
under Dr. lw ing's bed at the ^illard Hotel, in f^jfijbt it was a composite made by the FBI 
lab. Whitson flew to x 'umpa, where he mailed Them, the tape and the letter. 

I also enclose the letter as it was disclosed to ne by the F3I. The expurgations 
are the FBI's. 



In indicating to Mrs. ^illiam what I have and its availability I forgot to tell 
her what 5. have *fchat to a degree substitutes for an index. The FBI used to call them 
"abstracts." They made; two copies, 3x5# one^ileu chronologically and one by serial number 
of the record. They were made for headquarters copies of records only but to a fair 
degree can be used to locate the reports relating to Dr. King's activities the night 
bdfore he was killed. 

I share your disgust and « appointment and thank you again for this column. 




Harolu Weisberg 



10/17/U'J 



forx Dorothy ililliam 
The Washington Foot 

1150 1$ u t., in/ 

Washington, 1>.C. 2UJ71 
Dear lira. William, 

Whut you soy in your "Unheroic Allegations" column needed saying ao mgpch! 

Another aspect I'll get to also troubles me. 

You nuy not remember uy name but during th years I sought independence and 
honesty in farming you wei*e a customer. I was in the host's newsroom Wednesday afternoons. 

Boforo then I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and wartime 
intelligence analyst, after uy farming; waa wrecked by low-flying military helicopters 
I returned to writing and investigating, with six booiC3 on the assassination of 
Resident Kennedy and one on that of Dr. {ling. They'ie all stood time's testing. I 
was the investigator who diu the work that got James Lari Hay an evidentiary hearing. 

It was to determine whether or not he'd get a trial. I did the investigating for the 
hearing also. Paul Valentine covered it and I'm suro lie'll toll you that we excul- 
pated ltay - which meijiS the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, ultimately - 
it took more than a year to get him to get the transcripts prepared - that guilt or 
innocence v/ero innaterijil. 

After beginning a second book on the King assassination FOIA was amended, rather 
its investigator l'ile3 exemption was amended, over one of my earlier FOIa lawsuits. 1 
then sought to use it to compel th-.* FBI to -disclose all. x n this I failed but I did 
get about 60,000 pages. among other things these include headquarters and field office 
records, beginning with those of A1 omphi3. Included are the files on the groups of young 
mm Memphis blacks wh 0 took the mime "Invaders" and the sanitation workers' strike. 

Failing health has Kept me from completing this book and perluips my recollections 
of all tliose records nuy not be as clear as it cou_d be but it is my recollection tliat 
the FBI was looking diligently for the kind of thing Abe nathy exploits and could not 
find it. They did Imve the -Lorraine hotel and king's party pretty well covered, as diu the 
local police, who diu most of it. 

I do not recall any reference to the dinner party after the "Loun taint op" speech 
but 1 do* recall tliat ^r. Ik ing did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing 
for the day he was killed^ on the injunction. The FBI's re* ports refer to meeting after 
meeting in room after room, ny only recollectio n of two women is of two white women from, 
as I recall, ^ouisville, wealthier women with aUaaOEB^Cadillac. They went to h^mphia with 
Dr. ‘"ing's brother and from A *emphis wont ‘^to Florida, on vacation. Where the FBI also 
covered them and reported on them. I an sure that if the FBI got even an unconfirmed rumor 
relating to Dr. king's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew liouver was 
looking for just tliat. 

Ur. AjLng was too tired to speak the night before he v/as killeu. lie sent Abernathy 
in lain place. But the gathering would not accept Abernathy as a substitute and he had to 
call ^r. King anu tell him tliis. ^At least two FBI ag<;nt3 covered tliat speech and their 
other records - th^t was a day in ./hich they never expected any devil loving scripture to 
be able to - have them referring to mature blacks as "boys" and even "monkej-facedf) 

x his is to suggest that to the very end Abernathy was second fiddle and may not have 
liked tliat a bit. 

Bearing on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the first tliat 
Ur. xvi ng died in his arms and 3pok-* with him, the first not true and the second not 
possible. Bo, 1 have your questions about Ills motives and my own about his dependability. 



all of my materials, about 60 file cabinets of records and countless boxes of 
them, will be a perimuient public archive at local tyood College. They've made copies of 
the Invaders and sanitation-strike files and use them. Ono white woman student mado a year- 
long study If them mid did a fine thesis. History Professor Ur. Gerald iicKnight lias done 
two understated scholarly articles for The Bouth Atlantic quarterly ^Duke). lie is also 
getting and plans a book on the FBI's liles on the Poor Peoples' Campaign* I've ulruudy 
given llood records * know I'll not be ublo to muke any use of, like the CIA's on its 
mind-bending adventures. But I've kept the king files because if I con get help I'd 
like to try to return to that boo#' and because I can make them available to others. To 
date no black lias had any interest and no good TV uses have been made of them, although 
BBC just did a program that supposedly includes wlmt they wont< d of them. U've not seen 
it but I'm sure they went for one of the untenable conspiracy theories.) 

bo, if you know any students or others who want to do research, all of this is 
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at Jiood. 

Come to think of it, I finally persuaded what was then University Publications of 
america to make them available on microfilm. Dave Garrow had discouraged their interest. 

The HA are at 44 N. i'iarket ^t., here in Frederick. But they did not copy what the FBI 
called "abstracts" tliat x did, with some difficulty, get. They are brief summaries of 
each headquarters record. There is no available inde-.. 

•ihon I was working on my book, "Frameup", I tried to interest SOLO, entirely witiiout 
success in Atl.inta and with limited success in How York. *wbernathy was not alone in 

being no Blondel. I suppose I was only another white honkie in hem phis and only one 

black reporter, ~es Payne, over liad any interest. «.3ido from Flo Kennedy, who got me some 
kind of an award for it, I recall no other black interest. 

If you ever know* of unyono who may be interested in making a study of the two files 
Hood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, my arrangement# with them is that 
anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be 
made commercially in Frederick for five cents, pe haps less in quantity. Students and 
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files would make a fine thesis 
in history, political science, pre-law and law studies. 

■°y the way, as soon as I heard abemathy on radio x phoned the Post's national 
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no 

interest. I was told it was a ^tyle story and they'd all gone for the day. 

One other thing that may interest you or a student: Bull Connor had an earlier 
and ignored history. I Was the editor of the Senate Civil ‘“iierties Committee in the 
late ly^Os. We investigated him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for 
the flogging of a white college professor, /doe Gelders. They regarded him as too 
friendly toward blacks. I have those hearings. 

Thanks for the column. 



3est wishes. 




Harold 



ikirold Vteigboxg '[/'£}/ 30 



Xte-C Anti J1X <wm . ujL--atlxKi rocoatLa appeals 

•'1A xUi'iJ-' 

utaier (b)( 1 ) and (, 7 ) cn-iii* 

Thopo 0300 a wi *» S«i 3*wa>d to disuse tha nw.- of on a\ you mild you wore 
o timiod Bhoulii be withheld, It meu;, you tmid, an oxoeotioJial otujo. ikrforc you could 
fiuioh I ..aid tiiat liud to bo t'» Vaapa mtter, that while I uao oattroly vitiout 

eyn^tby for tfco ai vJ® would do ouoh a tiduri^- or be ;art of it, I did have coacama 
for Ilia fuidJy. 

i.h.^5 evil tnijiti’, for you.- i-uoitiation., won the Lrib*n txuljie a batch of the i’ftt'a 
tups., a Dr* ec*l ti"KK- thcr. croattnc a uin.tle tapu tiiat woo aunt to hia uifn, with 

lotto - auscuatLnc that only audeido v azajiM d for !un, 

-•vu often wondered hoy I tow that of all- r&acoy tiin ..ualtLiffton W caption 
had boon mallet L rnv; Vac^ptw 

/ 

!Io« I Icioul it Mail dlooloocxl, aiotyi with the &».»a nacic, id »h Wltltaon. 

II you QTftjr w.-vnt the nwoo.: tiv m in th lab viio arc-atod tela tapo L&- care, ul 
neloctteno froa other tapes, that, too, hue boon dlocloMd and 1 con provide It* 

At no tino and in no fuoota way h as the iV£ dioputod isy vuvceaentatUm that tl» 
oife^udvo d inolofwma of i-’I m»oo did. not load to howuna* and that tl» *ml reason 

s\to UeirstolpROing requestor*. in-firiiiu»t±%' tho courts, arid txyitvj to av^id eolaunnauttiit 
to tbo Fdl. 

Ij? *""» 10 «*» sa«er <vror wiiioh fcra»**nent sdcht U> mpx&A it in ovor thla 

i -il etteept to drive '»4»s to nuicedo and at least ruin hi« rrurrlagB* Now that 1 can 
inf cm you that th.- kskmi nrs di: tloood. I ask you to sinew that there Mac haroocirait. 



- AA - 




' On January , 1965, Atinntn advised Headquarters that 
King >,j.r becoming. i.tore and more upset, that he blamed the FIJI 
and le.lt hi.?; phone was tapped. On the same day a report v:as 
made* o*.i the previously ordered review or Kind's writings cind 
books in r.u effort to detect possible communist influence. 

The conclusion was that there were certain parallels but no 
casual link. On January 6, New York way directed to dis- 
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance because, he might meet a woman there. The nemo 
indicated, "security is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
SAC 5.u Atlanta railed the Bureau and reported that the wire- 
taps indicated that King was vary nervous and upset and wa 9 
not sleeping veil. He believed the Bureau had his 'phone 
tapped. King, said a tape and letter which referred to the 

. . . had been 

sent to his home and his wife had read the letter. King 
said: "They arc out to break me". The SAC knew nothing of 
the tape. King, said in a tapped conversation that he needed 



The vo-cnlled- (OCflCO • •*. • had actually been mailed in 



later gave. [(b)OKOj a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape 



from Oslo. His wife is supposed to have listened to if also./£^ 




late Novem 
to Florida 
told • • 



her i.9^A by fish Whitson , a x 
.\ > 1 1 .1 tv;, n ' R ins t rue t io 

a>y-ryo J to keen th 



a former agent who flew 






Apparently King did net listen the tape until ho returned 





KING, 



will not^^ignliy y ou^nam^wTth either • Mr« op 



King, look Into your heart. You know you ore a complete 
fraud end a |eeat liability to all of ua Negroes. White 
people in thla country have enough frauds of their own but Z 
4m aura they don't have one at this time that la any where near 
your equal. You are no clergyman and you know It. I repeat you 
are a colossal freud end^^^e^^^^^^^ou^one at that. You 
could not believe in God^|H|HI|Hmm^ Clearly you don't * 
believe In any personal moral prlncides. 

King, like all frauds your end Is encroaching. You could 
have been our greatest leader. Y°u, even at an early age have 
turned out to be not a leader but a dissolute, abnormal moral 
Imbecile. W e will now have to denend on our older leaders like 
Wilkins a roan of character and thank God we have others like 
him. But you are done. Your "honorary” degrees, your Nobel 
Prize (what a grim ferce) and oth< r awerda will not save you. 
King, I repeat you are done. 




The American nubile, the church organizations that have been 
helolng - Pro/testant, Catholic and Jews will know you for what 
you are - an evil, abnormal beast. So will others who have backed 
you. You a^e done. 

King, there Is only one thing left for you to do. You know 
what it Is. You have lust 34 days In which to do (this exact 
number has been selected for a srxclflc reason. It h r s definite 
practical slrnfl' leant. You a T e done. There is out one way out for 
you. You better take it before your filthy, abnormal fraddalont self 
Is bared to the nation. 





